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Abstract:

In this chapter the focus is on the properties, goods and services of non-intensively managed and
unmanaged ecosystems and their components (as grouped by widely accepted functional and structural
classifications, Figure 4.1), and their potential vulnerability to climate change as based on scenarios mainly
from IPCC (see Chapter 2 and IPCC, 2007). Certain ecosystem goods and services are treated in detail in
other sectoral chapters (this volume): chapters 3 (water), 5 (food, fibre, fisheries), 6 (coasts) and 8 (health).
Key findings from this chapter are further developed in the synthesis chapters 17 to 20 (this volume).
Region-specific aspects of ecosystems are discussed in chapters 9 to 16 (this volume). This chapter is
based on work published since the Third Assessment Report of the IPCC (TAR) (Gitay et al., 2001). We do
not summarise TAR findings here, but refer back to relevant TAR results, where appropriate, to indicate
confirmation or revision of major findings.

Source: http://www.ipcc.ch/pdf/assessment-report/ard/wg2/ar4-wg2-chapter4d.pdf

Resource Description

Climate Scenario : &
specification of climate scenario (set of assumptions about future states related to climate)
Special Report on Emissions Scenarios (SRES)

Special Report on Emissions Scenarios (SRES) Scenario: SRES A1, SRES A2, SRES B1, SRES
B2

Communication: X

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

A focus of content
Communication Audience: &

audience to whom the resource is directed
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Policymaker, Researcher
Exposure : &
weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health
Ecosystem Changes, Temperature
Temperature: Extreme Heat
Geographic Feature: @
resource focuses on specific type of geography
Arctic, Desert, Freshwater, Mountain, Ocean/Coastal, Tropical
Geographic Location: ™
resource focuses on specific location
Global or Unspecified
Health Impact: &
specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure
Health Outcome Unspecified
Mitigation/Adaptation: &
mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource
Adaptation
Model/Methodology: X
type of model used or methodology development is a focus of resource
Cost/Economic, Exposure Change Prediction
Population of Concern: A focus of content
Population of Concern: &
populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts
Racial/Ethnic Subgroup, Workers
Other Racial/Ethnic Subgroup: Indigenous peoples
Resource Type: @
format or standard characteristic of resource
Review
Resilience: &

capacity of an individual, community, or institution to dynamically and effectively respond or adapt to
shifting climate impact circumstances while continuing to function

A focus of content
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Timescale: &

time period studied

Long-Term (>50 years)

Vulnerability/Impact Assessment: &

resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

A focus of content
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